"
9
2
LL
U
(o)
u
i
0
o)
L
o

Taylor’s Forest

Cite as: Phys. Fluids 27, 091102 (2015); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4930850
Submitted: 24 August 2015 . Published Online: 24 September 2015

Grégoire Lemoult, Philipp Maier, and Bjérn Hof

an N
A u w74

()

View Online Export Citation CrossMark

ARTICLES YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN

High-precision Taylor-Couette experiment to study subcritical transitions and the
role of boundary conditions and size effects

Review of Scientific Instruments 84, 065106 (2013); https://
doi.org/10.1063/1.4807704

Hydrodynamic turbulence in quasi-Keplerian rotating flows
Physics of Fluids 29, 044107 (2017); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4981525

Comparative flow visualization for steady and unsteady motions of a disk through
a fluid

Physics of Fluids 27, 091103 (2015); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4930899

AIP Conference Proceedings

FLASH WINTER !

50% OFF ALL PRINT PROCEEDINGS
ENTER CODE 50DEC19 AT CHECKOUT

Phys. Fluids 27, 091102 (2015); https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4930850 27, 091102

© 2015 Author(s).


https://images.scitation.org/redirect.spark?MID=176720&plid=1062749&setID=405127&channelID=0&CID=349855&banID=519809386&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&type=tclick&mt=1&hc=9c858485cf0220dec9b987a889b2f86005428e44&location=
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4930850
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4930850
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Lemoult%2C+Gr%C3%A9goire
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Maier%2C+Philipp
https://aip.scitation.org/author/Hof%2C+Bj%C3%B6rn
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4930850
https://aip.scitation.org/action/showCitFormats?type=show&doi=10.1063/1.4930850
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1063%2F1.4930850&domain=aip.scitation.org&date_stamp=2015-09-24
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4807704
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4807704
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4807704
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4807704
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4981525
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4981525
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4930899
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4930899
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4930899

PHYSICS OF FLUIDS 27, 091102 (2015)

FIG. 1. Flow visualization of the spatio-temporal complexity of the flow between two concentric cylinders. Source:
APS-DFD http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/APS.DFD.2014.GFM.P0006.
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In the counter-rotating regime of Taylor-Couette flow, turbulence appears abruptly through
spatio-temporal intermittency (STI). STI is observed during the sub-critical transition to turbulence
in many wall bounded shear flows, most notably pipe flow and Couette flows. Avila et al.' recently
determined the critical point for the onset of sustained turbulence in pipe flow and suggested that the
transition could be described as a second order non-equilibrium phase transition.

To investigate this idea, a new Taylor-Couette setup with large aspect ratio in both axial and
azimuthal directions has been built (refer to Ref. 2 for details about the setup). The system we used
has a radius ratio of 0.991 and an aspect ratio of 650. These large dimensions minimize finite-size
effects, and render the setup suitable to investigate the spatio-temporal dynamics of the flow.

Figure 1 presents a spatio-temporal diagram of the flow where only the outer cylinder is rotat-
ing. In this case, the flow is linearly stable for all Reynolds numbers. The vertical axis, the spatial
coordinate, corresponds to the axis of the cylinder and the horizontal axis represents time. We used
water as working fluid, seeded with aluminum flakes for flow visualization. The frame rate of the
camera is 2 kHz. We start the experiment with fully laminar flow at Re = 2000 which is above
the onset of turbulence for this setup. Turbulence is then triggered by small imperfections. Due
to the aluminum flakes in the fluid, turbulent areas appear darker than laminar surrounding flow
and we can appreciate the complexity of the flow dynamics. The size of each turbulent stripe is
approximatively 20 times the size of the gap. The total duration of the time axis is 6.5 s, which
corresponds to 1000 advective time units and the total size of the spatial axis is 300 gap units (half
of the system size).

By quantifying the turbulent fraction and the shape of turbulent areas, we can look for signa-
tures characteristic for phase transitions far from thermal equilibrium, such as scale invariance and
critical exponents.
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192-196 (2011).

2 K. Avila and B. Hof, “High-precision Taylor-Couette experiment to study subcritical transitions and the role of boundary
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